
MEMORANDUM 
Department of Aging and Disability Services (DADS) 

Regulatory Services Policy * Survey and Certification Clarification (S&CC) 
 
TO: Regulatory Services  
 Regional Directors and State Office Managers  
 
FROM: Veronda L. Durden  
 Assistant Commissioner  
 Regulatory  Services  
 
SUBJECT: S&CC 09-01 – Changes to the State Standards for Participation S-tag 

Numbering System within the Automated Survey Processing Environment 
(ASPEN) 

 
APPLIES TO: Intermediate Care Facilities for Persons with Mental Retardation or Related 

Conditions (ICFs/MR)  
 
DATE: April 1, 2009  
  
Effective April 1, 2009, DADS will implement an important change to the S-tag numbering 
system used in ASPEN for 40 Texas Administrative Code (TAC) Chapter 9. Currently, only 
one S-tag (S-002) is used in the ASPEN system to refer to 40 TAC §9.212, but the language 
at 40 TAC §9.212 references more than 300 other regulations from 40 TAC Chapter 90, 
Subchapters C, D and F. 
  
Beginning April 1, 2009, new individual S-tag numbers will be assigned to each of the 
regulations in Subchapters C, D and F, beginning with tag S-018. In ASPEN, each of these 
new S-tags will include both the rule language from 40 TAC §9.212 (from the previous S- 
002 tag) and the text from 40 TAC Chapter 90, Subchapters C, D or F. Because of this new 
system, the current tag of S-002 will no longer be used. 
  
This change does not create or modify rule language in any way, but will facilitate retrieval 
of the applicable rule language within ASPEN during the process of creating survey reports. 
Surveyors will continue to generate all S-tags using DADS Form-3724, Statement of 
Licensing Violations and Plan of Correction.  
  
If you have any questions regarding this memorandum, please contact the Policy, Rules and 
Curriculum Development unit at 512-438-3161. 


