
 

 
COMMISSIONER

Adelaide Horn
 
 
April 12, 2006 
 
 
To: Nursing Facility (NF) Providers 
 
Subject: Information Letter 06-34 - Medicaid Estate Recovery Plan (MERP) for 

Social Security Income (SSI) Only NF Residents 
 
 
The letter is to request that effective immediately, NF providers begin providing the Medicaid 
Estate Recovery Plan Receipt Acknowledgement, Form 8001, to SSI only NF residents. These 
residents do not complete a Medicaid application form and therefore, rely on the NF’s to inform 
them about MERP. 
 
On March 1, 2005, the Texas Department of Aging and Disability Services (DADS) implemented 
MERP. As part of this program, NFs are being asked to provide SSI only NF admissions with 
information regarding MERP. Under this program, the state may file a claim against the estate 
of a Medicaid recipient, age 55 and older that applies for NF admission on or after 
March 1, 2005. 
 
The program overview and acknowledgement form, as well as other information regarding 
MERP, can be found by clicking on the link below: 
http://www.dads.state.tx.us/services/estate_recovery/index.html
 
The program overview explaining MERP must be shared at the time of admission with all SSI 
only recipients, and when applicable, authorized representatives and legal guardians. Page 
three of the program overview is the recipient acknowledgement signature page. The resident or 
responsible party must sign this page. If they decline to sign, staff should notate the declination 
and obtain a witness signature. This page must be filed in the resident’s file and will become a 
permanent part of their record. 
 
If you have any questions regarding this letter or MERP, you may contact Stephanie Ryan at 
(512) 438-5245 or by email at stephanie.ryan@dads.state.tx.us
 
Sincerely, 
 
[signature on file] 
 
Barry C. Waller 
Assistant Commissioner 
Provider Services 
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